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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, our shelter in the time 

of storms, we thank You for this land 
we love. We are grateful for its history, 
government, discoveries, knowledge, 
creativity, and vision. As our law-
makers seek to keep our Nation strong, 
may they act and speak in ways that 
make us proud to be Americans. Use 
our Senators to banish hate and big-
otry, inspiring our citizens to live to-
gether in peace. May the words of our 
legislators’ mouths and the medita-
tions of their hearts receive Your ap-
proval. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN). Under the previous order, 
the leadership time is reserved. 

The Senator from Iowa. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 

ask permission to speak in morning 
business for 1 minute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNITED STATES-MEXICO-CANADA 
TRADE AGREEMENT 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Trade Agree-
ment will be a very big boon to the 

American worker. In my State, one out 
of every four American manufacturing 
firms export to Canada and Mexico. 
Seventy percent of these are very small 
or medium-sized businesses. More than 
25,400 Iowans depend on manufacturing 
jobs. 

By encouraging auto manufacturers 
to use more U.S. content in our cars 
and high-wage labor, the U.S.-Mexico- 
Canada Agreement will help American 
workers compete on a level playing 
field and benefit from selling to two of 
our largest trading partners. 

f 

IOWA 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
on another matter, at the website 
ThisIsIowa.com, you can view a video 
of people visiting a fake real estate of-
fice in New York advertising modern, 
spacious properties. You can see the as-
tonishment, then, on the faces of New 
Yorkers as they are shown beautiful, 
modern apartments, as well as homes 
near art museums and award-winning 
restaurants. 

The prices and the neighborhood 
amenities seem too good to believe. 
The details are real and so are the job 
opportunities real. Only the location is 
not New York. The location is Iowa. 
Check it out on ThisIsIowa.com. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

f 

BUDGET AGREEMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
earlier this week the Trump adminis-
tration and Speaker PELOSI reached an 
agreement to avoid a government fund-
ing crisis and provide for our Armed 
Forces. In the tough circumstances of 
divided government, they achieved the 
kind of deal that our national defense 

actually needs. The 2-year funding 
agreement will secure the resources we 
need to continue restoring the readi-
ness of our Armed Forces and modern-
izing them to meet the 21st-century 
challenges that face our country. 

As I mentioned yesterday, I always 
find it curious when our Democratic 
colleagues take the negotiating posi-
tion that funding critical Pentagon 
missions and providing for the common 
defense are partisan Republican prior-
ities. They act like only Republicans 
want a modern, ready military, such 
that our spending on national defense 
needs to be matched up with other 
spending in order to make it palatable 
to Democrats. 

In one sense, my Republican col-
leagues and I will probably say, ‘‘guilty 
as charged.’’ Yes, we absolutely 
prioritize the national defense and the 
U.S. military. Yes, we prioritize keep-
ing Americans safe. This is the funda-
mental obligation of the U.S. govern-
ment. 

Over the past 21⁄2 years, it has been a 
Republican President who has sought 
to reverse the previous 8 years of de-
cline in defense. It has been Repub-
licans in Congress who prioritized re-
building our national defense after the 
Obama administration’s neglect and 
atrophy. Thanks to the Trump admin-
istration’s tough negotiating, this deal 
will secure a larger increase in defense 
funding than in nondefense programs 
relative to current law. Better than 
parity for defense. 

I doubt Members need any reminding 
about why these investments are so 
critical, but if they do, every day’s 
newspapers make the case loud and 
clear. For years, our adversaries have 
methodically stepped up their incur-
sions and their aggressions. They want 
to chip away at the peaceful, rules- 
based international order that Amer-
ican leadership has helped to establish 
and preserve. 

Between 2009 and 2018, the Chinese 
Communist Party increased its mili-
tary spending—listen to this—by 83 
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